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Services 

 

Due to the building work taking place all services will be held in The Scots Hall at 11am each Sunday. 

 

Sunday 4th October –   Service of Stated Holy Communion.   

Sunday 11th October – Harvest Thanksgiving – Collection for United Appeal* 

                                     Children’s Ministry 

Sunday 18th October – Morning service 

Sunday 25th October – Morning service 

 

* The United Appeal for Mission is the principal central fund used by the Presbyterian Church in Ireland (PCI) 
to support its wider ministries, community projects, and outreach programs across Ireland and around the world. 

 

 

Meeting of Kirk Session 
Date: Tuesday 20 October 
Time: 7.30pm 
Venue: The Vestry 

 

 

Meeting of Congregational Committee 
Date: Thursday 22 October 
Time: 8.00pm 
Venue: Scots Hall 

 

 

 

Election of New Elders 
 

For those of you who were not in attendance at the meeting after service on 13 September, I am pleased to 

announce that the three people proposed were unanimously elected.   

 

They are: 

• Esther Nabakawa 

• Alistair Rutherdale 

• Anel Schoombee 

 

The next step is for them to undertake training and then they will be ordained. 

  

https://presbyterianireland.org/giving/united-appeal


ROTAS 
 

Thanks to Ian Jackson who has taken on this task – much appreciated.  If you are not available and wish to 

swap duties do NOT contact Ian, please contact another member of the Congregational Committee which 

includes elders.  Email and mobile numbers are on correspondence from the Congregational Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Sadly, John Mitchell, long serving member of the congregation and Elder Emeritus died on 23 August.  

The following is the eulogy which his grand-daughter Katie Mitchell gave at his funeral service. 

 

 

 

John Mitchell 

1940 - 2026 
 

Good morning.  My name is Katie, and I am John’s youngest grandchild.  I have lived with my grandad 

for over 10 years along with my family and I feel blessed to have the privilege of standing here today to 

talk about the man you all loved and respected, whom I have the honour of calling my Grandad.  On 

behalf of my family, I would like to thank everyone who have made it here today and joined us on 

livestream for your presence and support as we celebrate and remember John’s life. 

 

When I think about my Grandad and the life he lived, what stands out most to me is just how much he 

gave to the people around him.  He dedicated so much of his life to his family, the church, The Boys 

Brigade, his community in both Clontarf and Capel Street, not to forget the countless strangers who have 

been lucky enough to stumble across him in times of crisis.  It didn’t matter what time of the morning or 

night; if you needed him, John, would be there.  Whether it was for an emergency, picking up children and 

friends stranded at nightclubs at 2am or simply to make sure that the church was warm for Sunday service, 

my Grandad was the man to call. 

 

John was bursting with knowledge and pride about our family history particularly his father Leslie’s 

involvement in the development of the St. Anne’s Rose Garden, commemorated by the famous family 

rose, “Leslie’s Dream”.  This love and pride was passed down, as he continued to be an adoring husband, 

brother, father and grandfather.   

 

He was endlessly proud of any success within the family and was always sure to express this to anyone 

who would listen; all he was short of was a trumpet and a megaphone.  Alongside his love for his 

immediate family and friends, he was never shy to extend this through welcoming new members in his 

community with open arms. 

 

Throughout his life, my Grandad was a big part of the Irish motor racing community, and he passed down 

many fond memories of those days to his children, David and Susan.  There were many happy days spent 

at Mondello Park, watching from the sidelines as John would make sure that everything was just right.  He 

took great pride in what he did and was never afraid to make sure things were done properly – even if that 

meant giving the drivers a piece of his mind.  As anyone who knows him will know, he carried this 

attitude through to every aspect of his life. 

 

Talking about childhood memories, my dad and auntie has asked me to mention some of their happiest 

memories with my grandad on their annul skiing trips.  Every year they would pack up and drive to 

Austria as a family.  From what I have been told, it seems like my Grandad brought his rallying 

knowledge with him on these trips, driving around the slim, bendy mountain roads – with a little more 

confidence than maybe everyone else in the car would have liked. 

 

These trips created some wonderful memories that are still spoken about today and that David and Susan 

will treasure for the rest of their lives. 

  



 

Although he could be stubborn, my grandad was also an incredibly kind and patient man.  I have a fond 

memory of his patience while on a trip we went on, driving through England.  At the time, I was 10 years 

old, and he had, for some reason, put me in charge of navigation – which didn’t go well.  No matter how 

many missed exits or wrong turns we made after an “awh heck” or two he would say “not to worry, we 

will get there eventually.”  And we did get there, although I was never put in charge of navigation again 

after that.  

 

This patience also carried through to his work life where he worked alongside his son David in the family 

business in Capel Street for almost 40 years.  This is impressive, because I don’t think I’d be able to work 

with my dad for more than a week. The shop on Capel Street became a hub of laughter and memories for 

all of John’s grandchildren.  We have spent many a summer holiday whizzing around the shop floor in 

cardboard boxes supplied by him. 

 

After all of his commitments and responsibilities, my grandad was a man who enjoyed the simple 

pleasures in life – a couple of pints and a portion of sausages and chips in the Boar’s Head on a Friday 

was an essential part of his weekly routine, and nobody was going to stop him from being there. 

 

He also really looked forward to his weekend trips to Belfast to visit his sister Jane, where he made sure to 

stock up on his stash of snacks and was always waited on hand and foot.  These were just a few of the 

little routines and moments that made up grandad’s life and it was these simple things shared with the 

people he loved that meant so much to him. 

 

Also, I think a very important aspect of my grandad’s life to mention is his love and commitment to the 

church.  He was elected by the congregation to be an elder in Clontarf & Scots Presbyterian church, a role 

which he took very seriously and, of course, brought all of his perfectionism to.  He cared very deeply 

about his church and the people within it and his faith was a very important part of his life. 

 

I hope it brings everyone here some peace to know that in the end, he made sure to tell us that he was on 

his way to heaven.  In my heart I know that he has made it safely – and he has probably changed a few 

light bulbs already.  It’s safe to say that heaven will be a brighter, warmer place with him in it. 

 

Thank you all very much for listening and as my grandad always said – cheerio and mind yourselves. 

 



 

Ormond Quay and Scots 

Presbyterian Endowments 

 

Applications for 2026 Education Grants 
Applications are now open for this year’s Primary, Secondary and Third Level Education Grants.  
  
To qualify for an Education Grant, the parents of primary and secondary students must be members of 
Clontarf & Scots Presbyterian Church.  Applications for a third level grant must be completed by the 
student and the student must have commenced their course before the age of 21. 
  
Applications forms are available by emailing Endowments Secretary at endowments@clontarfchurch.ie 
  

  
Nominations for Grants to Outside Charities 

To date, the Ormond Quay and Scots Endowments Fund has distributed over €600,000 to various 
charities.  Nominations are now open for this year’s grants.   
  
If you wish to nominate a charity, please send your nomination, in writing, to Endowments Secretary at 
endowments@clontarfchurch.ie 
  
Your nomination must be a registered charity and should fall within the following categories: 
  

• The advancement of community welfare, including the relief of those in need, by reason of youth, 
age, ill-health, or disability. 

• The promotion of health, including the prevention or relief of sickness, disease or suffering. 
 
The closing date for both education and charity nominations is 30th September 2026. 
  
  

Margaret Conologue, Endowments Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Craft Fair 

Due to the work being carried out in the church it has been decided to defer the Fair to 2027 

mailto:endowments@clontarfchurch.ie
mailto:endowments@clontarfchurch.ie


Harry Clarke Window – Update on work 
 

Some good news and some not so good news from the building work this week. 
 
We have been awarded an extra €5,000 in grant funding from Dublin City Council.   
 
Repointing of the granite stonework has commenced and current dry weather is proving very 
favourable.  
 
However, as we have been steam-cleaning the red sandstone that the Harry Clarke is set in we 
have discovered more serious stone defects than previously expected.  This will have an impact 
on costs, although this will hopefully be managed to a modest amount and the full extent of the 
damage is currently being costed.  
 
Photos attached of the good(pointing) and the bad (damage) 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harry Clarke Memorial Window Restoration Project 

Fundraising. 
 

Our Fundraising Committee has been formed and is considering a number of initiatives that will help to 

make the Harry Clarke Memorial Window Restoration Project more widely known in the local 

community. 

 

To begin with, we have made the project more prominent on the Church website and on our Social Media 

pages.  In addition, we have commissioned and erected 3 banners on the Church property to publicise the 

project and provide a QR code that takes you to the Church website, the story behind the restoration 

project, and which links to an iDonate.ie web page that gives people the opportunity to make a financial 

donation.  So far, this has been moderately successful, with nearly €2,000 in donations received over the 

4-5 weeks that the banners have been in place. 

 

In addition, we have ordered a permanent donation "Giving Stand" for installation within the church 

building.  This is currently with our Printers, being customised. 

 

With the Autumn Craft Fair now postponed until Summer 2027, we are focusing on who we might 

approach to become permanent Sponsors for that and future fundraising projects.  

 

Do you know someone in corporate life who might like to get involved in our fundraising activities as a 

Sponsor? We would love to hear from you!" 

 

Ian Jackson 

 

 

Ecumenical Service commemorating the 150th anniversary of Clontarf Hospital 
 

I was delighted to represent our congregation at a recent  Ecumenical Service to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of Clontarf Hospital.  The service celebrated this milestone anniversary 
whilst acknowledging the vital role all faith communities have played in supporting the 
hospital  its patients. families and staff throughout its history. 
 

Clontarf Hospital is an incorporated charitable voluntary hospital providing healthcare services 
since 1876 and was known as The Incorporated Orthopaedic Hospital of Ireland.  Originally 
providing paediatric orthopaedic care, the hospital switched to adult orthopaedic rehabilitation in 
1972.  The hospital is proud of its long tradition of providing healthcare services and plans to 
continue developing services to meet the increasing rehabilitation healthcare needs of the 
populations it serves.  
 

Our congregation has had an active involvement in the Hospital and many would have availed of 
its in-patient services.  Both Michael Brown and Leslie Sibbald were invaluable Board Members.  
The congregation through Endowments has supported the work of the Hospital. 
 

Leslie Dawkins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The 5th Company Girls' Brigade is the oldest, continuous serving company in the world! 
 
The company meets weekly in the Scots Hall and has a dedicated team of leaders and a 
wonderful range of activities for girls. 
 
The 2026/2027 session has commenced and warmly welcomes new members. 
 
Drop in and join us at the following times: 
 
2-5 years: Saturday  3:00pm - 3:45pm  
6-8 years: Saturday  2:00pm - 3:15pm 
 
9-13 years: Monday  6:15pm - 8:00pm 
13 years + Monday  8:00pm - 9:15pm 
 
For further information, contact Alison Jackson (Captain) on 086-3336089 or email  
5thcoclontarf@girlsbrigadeirl.ie 
 

 
 

 

mailto:5thcoclontarf@girlsbrigadeirl.ie

