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September & 
 October  2023 

                     
 

 
 
 

     From our Congregational Committee Secretary 
 

Remembering George Francis McNie 
In June 2023, while bird watching in the part of northern Greece known as Macedonia, Lorraine and I took 
the opportunity to visit the final resting place of two young men named on the Harry Clarke window. 
 
Second Lieutenant George Francis Macnie was in the 5th battalion of the Connaught Rangers attached to the 
6th battalion of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers.  He was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. George Macnie, of Church 
Hill House, Kilmainham, Dublin. 
 
The Connaught Rangers formed part of the British Salonika Forces fighting with French forces against 
Bulgarian forces looking to sweep south across neutral Greece. It is well documented that the trenches on 
the western front were infested with rats and lice, but the biggest plight on the Macedonian front was malaria 
carrying mosquitos. It became so unbearable and costly during the summer months that in the Struma Valley 
both sides withdrew from the frontlines and into the foothills to get away from the mosquitos. This created 
a stretch of no-man's-land up to 12 miles wide, and made standard attacks all but impossible. Throughout 
the campaign the British Salonika force suffered 481,000 non-battle causalities, 162,000 of these were victims 
of malaria - 20 times more than the number of battle casualties. 
 
On the 5 September 1916 George was killed in action in at the age of 23.  He is buried alongside 946 other 
soldiers in the Struma Military cemetery near the town of Kalokastro. 
 
In the autumn of 1916, the 40th Casualty Clearing Station was established not far from the location of this 
cemetery.  After the Armistice this cemetery was established and also used to rebury soldiers brought in from 
the battlefield graves, from the local churchyards and from small front-line cemeteries established by field 
ambulances or battalions. 
 

      
 

Holiday Discovery ……… (Cont) 
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It was a hot afternoon in May 2023 when we visited the quiet cemetery and set up a picnic in the shade of a 
yew tree 10 meters from George’s grave.  While a Eurasian Golden Oriole sung a beautiful, fluid, musical 
song; we gave thanks and remembered George Francis Macnie.   
 

 
Headstone 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  
 

Paul and Jenny Collin’s  daughter, 
Georgie, is studying Business Studies at 
DCU and is in her 3rd year.  However, she 
is taking an Erasmus year abroad and has 
headed off to Boston to study at Boston 
University.  
 

We send her best wishes in her studies 
and life in Boston. 
 
        
 
 
 

 
 
 



Clontarf & Scots Presbyterian Church  -      newsletter.editor@clontarfchurch.ie  Page 3 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 

Celebrating Rachel Jamieson-Murphy 
 

Rachel, darling daughter of Lesley and Damian, sister to Andrew, Stephen and special twin sister to Elyse. 
Treasured granddaughter of Betty and the late Willie Jamieson.   
 

Rachel was a fighter, and despite an underlying condition and small stature, she managed to fill her life doing 
all the things she wanted to do, including lots of travel, attending a huge number of concerts, part time work 
in a busy café, and achieving her goal of attending university. 
 

Rachel loved coming to church with her Granny Betty.  They were best friends.  Rachel enjoyed being part of 
the bell ringing band at Christmastime and played an active part in Children’s Church.  Rachel lit up Howth 
Road School when she did her work experience there.  She loved the little ones, and was delighted to be taller 
than others for once! 

 

Rachel was very much looking forward to the summer of 2023 and beyond, with a lot of concerts planned, 
college life, and plenty of work; and she couldn’t wait for her cousin’s wedding in Portugal.  Unfortunately, 
that was not to be. 
 

In early May this year, just after her 21st birthday, Rachel devastatingly contracted a very bad infection and 
was unable to fight it. 
 

Rachel had a very rare condition called Diamond-Blackfan Anaemia, a blood disorder that occurs when the 
bone marrow fails to make red blood cells.  She was also Neutropenic, meaning the level of neutrophil white 
blood cells are low.  White blood cells help the body fight infection.   As a result, Rachel underwent a blood 
transfusion every three weeks, and occasionally required platelets.   
 

IN LOVING MEMORY ……. 

 
 
 
Inez, born in Scotland, third youngest of 4 girls.  Her feisty and independent personality perhaps 
started early.  Inez was alwys involved in sports but had a particular love of the sea, which she passed 
to her children and grandchildren. 
 
The family eventually moved to Cobh and Inez went to Trinity Colles Dublin, unusual for women in 
the early 1950’s. She met George, the real love of her life, in Cobh where he wasin the Irish Navy.  
They moved to Dublin, married and eventually settled in Clontarf. Inez was a school teacher untill 
Jean came along and she had to give up work, but wasn’t prepared to stay a housewife.  
 
Inez had a very strong faith and believed in living her faith rather than talking about it.  She was 
always happy to do the hard work on a Committee – rather than be Chairman, whether it was with 
Girl Guides, the Presbyterian Women’s Association or any other group she was involved with.  
She was also involved with various youth groups and eventually spent a number of years as the 
Assistant Chief Commissioner of the Irish Girl Guides. 
 
She will be sadly missed by her daughters and son, daughter-in-law Susan, grandchildren Jennifer 
and Sarah and her partner Alan, great granddaughter Evie, nieces, nephews, extended family and a 
wide circle of friends. 
 
Jean and Sandra 
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Rachel received somewhere between 1,200 and 1,500 individual blood donations during her 21 years.  Rachel 
also received platelets, and whilst they may not be in as much demand on a day to day basis, they are vital 
to saving lives.  On a particular day in early May there was just one single bag of platelets available in the city 
of Dublin. 
 
To celebrate Rachel and make a difference, please GIVE BLOOD, give PLATELETS, and join the BONE MARROW 
registry.  If you are unable to give blood, please encourage a family member or friend who can. 

 
Rev. Lorraine was simply exceptional as she officiated at a wonderful celebration of Rachel’s life here in 
Clontarf & Scots. 

 

  
Les (John Leslie) Sibbald passed away in May, in his 91st 
year.  With him passes a family connection to Scots 
Presbyterian Church that goes all the way back to the 
1890s and the amalgamation of Ormond Quay and 
Killarney Street congregations, bringing Les’ paternal 
grandparents to Clontarf.   Grandfather Richard Sibbald, born in 1866 in Scotland, came to manage a farm in 
Clondalkin. He and Elizabeth Richardson from St, Doulagh's married in 1891 in Ormond Quay church.  
 
Their son, Les’ father John, went on to become an elder and leader of the Sunday School while his mother 
Louise (née Stewart) was an accomplished singer. A surprising thing about John Sibbald is that he ‘saw action’ 
during the 1916 Easter Rising, being called upon at short notice to bring his next-door neighbour, Miss Annie 
McBratney, to this church for her marriage to William McMullan. This arose because the hired hackney 
became unavailable due to the disturbed state of the city on that Easter Monday. The happy couple settled 
in Canada.  
 
Les and his sister Hazel (‘Lally and Heya’) attended Howth Road National School and Les went on to the 
Mountjoy School - which was later amalgamated into what is now Mount Temple Comprehensive.  Hazel 
went to St. Margaret's Hall school in the city. 
 
Les’s talent as a violinist informed realistic ambitions of following his uncle Robert Irwin into life as 
professional musician. The death of his father when Les was just 16 changed his course in life and he left his 
studies in the Royal Irish Academy of Music for a clerkship in The Irish Times. He later joined the 
administrative staff at St Patrick’s Hospital where he fulfilled a valued role for decades. 

 



Clontarf & Scots Presbyterian Church  -      newsletter.editor@clontarfchurch.ie  Page 5 
 

A bachelor, Les was a devoted son and frequent travelling companion with his mother, who survived her 
husband by thirty years.  
 
Besides his work and domestic roles, Les continued to play music, appearing regularly with the ‘Joemac’ 
troupe - including an American tour. He was a dedicated leader in the world of scouting, where he played a 
leadership role in the amalgamation that created the contemporary Scouting Association of Ireland (SAI).   
 
In addition, he brought great diligence to his role as a ‘Voluntary Governor’ on the board of the incorporated 
Orthopaedic Hospital Clontarf. At his memorial service in July, Mr Justice T.C. Smith paid warm tribute to Les’ 
contribution to the governance of the hospital and the Friends of the Hospital, over several decades. 
Les’s other great passion was freemasonry. As an instructor in the arcane detail of the order’s ritual, he was 
well known and deeply respected in the masonic community throughout the country. 
 
I knew Les principally as a friend, somebody whose company I relished and whose sense of humour I enjoyed 
greatly.  I appreciated the attention he paid to his cousin Dick Lynn, his friendship with Robert McLoughlin 
and, in his later years, during the pandemic, the wonderful rapport he built up with Valesca Brava - recently 
arrived in Dublin from Chile - from ‘Home Instead’. 
 
I shall miss whiling away the time in his company in the ‘sun trap’ by his side door, people-watching in Bram’s 
or going to Howth for an ice-cream and, of course, our Sunday Morning Service.  
 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hAnam dhilís. 
 

 
 

Activities in the Scots Hall 
 

This yoga class is aimed for anyone aged +55 looking for a safe, 
effective way to enhance their physical health and overall 
wellness.  Through a calming, slow flowing, restorative class we 
aim to cultivate a healthy body, calm mind, and energised 
spirit, in turn helping people to feel connected to themselves, 
others and their community.  We will end the classes with 
relaxations and meditations to fully wind down or energise the 
body, depending on the day!   It’s never too late to begin yoga 
and with the use of props / modified poses this class is suitable 
for complete beginners to yoga pros! 

 
 
 
Tai Chi is an exercise system from China that develops 
physical balance, muscular and nervous relaxation, 
and a strong spine. It also helps to deepen and 
lengthen the breath and is a complementary form of 
movement to aerobic exercise.  

 

The Scots Hall 

Yoga for Seniors Course (ages +55s) 
10.30am, Thursdays mornings     
Term begins 7th September 2023 
 

4 week term - €52 or €14 drop ins. 
Contact Michelle on 087 1311 013   
to sign up.  
 

Beginner Tai Chi classes 
Tuesdays, from 19:00-20:00, starting in September 
Contact Owen at 086 8825 662 or see  
https://wutaichi-ireland.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/people/Wu-style-Tai-
Chi-Dublin/100056452785324 
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Classes are small and personal with the aim of giving you 
time and space to reconnect with your body.  Suitable for 
All levels & abilities.  Flow Yoga Classes that are taught by a 
chartered physiotherapist.  
 
Booking in advance is essential.   
 
 
 
 

 
Baby Sensory is an award-winning baby class that is especially 
designed for babies from birth to 13 months.  Baby Sensory 
classes have won 'Best baby Class' in Mums & Tots Awards in 
2019, 2021 & 2022!  Baby Sensory is backed by over 30 years 
of research and our overall aim is to aid your child's 
development by stimulating all five senses in a variety of fun 
ways.   
Baby Sensory, Toddler Sense and Hello Baby founder, Dr. Lin 
Day (PhD., M. Phil., PGCE., FETC., BSc., Dip Ed.) is one of the UK's leading parenting experts. We're proud to 
say that Baby Sensory is backed by over 35 years of research in childhood learning and development. That's 
why we always explain what we're doing so you can make your baby's first year a truly precious time of 
learning and sensory exploration.  What makes Baby Sensory unique is that every activity has been carefully 
designed to stimulate your baby's senses and move development and learning forwards. And behind every 
Baby Sensory session, there's an incredibly detailed lesson plan backing up everything your baby touches, 
sees, hears, smells and feels!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of these classes are not available at present.  But will be on the table in the Scots Hall entrance shortly. 
 

Cross-Cultural Conversations 

 

Flow Yoga Classes 
Starting Tuesday 5th Sept  
               Tuesday 24th Oct 
Two class times available… 
 6.30pm -7.30pm  &  7.45pm – 8.45pm 
Book via the website directly or  
Contact Laura with any questions  
087 695 7496   www.bayareayoga.ie 

Baby Sensory 
Classes take place on Tuesdays 
10.30am, 12pm & 13.30pm. 
 
Contact Ruth 0857041370    
ruth@babysensory.ie 
 
 

 
  Mindfulness  
 

Wednesday Evening. 
 

  Art class  
 

Thursday evening. 
 

 

http://www.bayareayoga.ie/
mailto:ruth@babysensory.ie
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 Herewith the Children’s Ministry dates until December. 
 

 October   November   December 
 8th October   12 November  10 December 
 22 October   26th November  17 December   -  Family Service 
    
 

 

Theme for the Year  
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry 
 

17 September   - Back to School 
Service.  Children to participate in 
service. 
 

 

We will commence children’s 
ministry in the Scots hall again with 
effect from 8th October. 
Every 2nd & 4th Sunday of the Month 

Harvest Thanksgiving 
and Holy Communion 

 

1 October 2023 
11 am Worship Service  
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       Join us for our 2023/24 session 

 

3 - 8 years on Saturday Afternoons    
(Commencing Saturday 30th September) 
 
9 years plus on Monday Evenings 
(Commencing Monday 25th September 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dates Keys FWO Welcome Other

3 Sept
Margaret 

Conologue
Caroline O Neill Nadia van Wyk Noelene Brown Joy Dolan

10 Sept Elaine Adams Caroline O Neill David Adams

17 Sept Elaine Adams Caroline O Neill David Adams Valerie Hughes John Dolan

Back to School.  

Children 

participate in 

Service

24 Sept
Margaret 

Conologue
Caroline O Neill Reinaldo Grube

September 2023

Hospitality

Dates Keys FWO Welcome Other

1 Oct Samuel Ritchie Paul Collins Manuel Pedro
Margaret 

Conologue
Heather Porter Communion 

8 Oct Ashley O Neill Paul Collins Manuel Pedro
Children's 

Ministry

15 Oct Alan Bothwell Paul Collins Roelien V Molen Jenny Collins
Gerhard van 

Eeden

22 Oct Alan Bothwell Paul Collins Roelien V Molen
Children's 

Ministry

29 Oct Samuel Ritchie Paul Collins Rudolp van Wyk Hilary Fairman Nadia van Wyk

Hospitality

October 2023

Duty Rota 

5th Company Girls' Brigade 

Clontarf Presbyterian 

Where 
The Scots Hall,  
 For further information 
 Contact Alison Jackson 
5thcoclontarf@girlsbrigadeirl.ie 
086 3336089 
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Ormond Quay and Scots  
Presbyterian Endowments 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Applications for 2023 Education Grants 
 
Applications are now open for this year s Primary, Secondary and Third Level Education Grants.   

  
To qualify for an Education Grant, applicants must be members of Clontarf & Scots Presbyterian 
Church. Third level students must have commenced their course before the age of 21. 
 
Applications forms are available in the church porch or by emailing Endowments Secretary, 
Margaret Conologue, at endowments@clontarfchurch.ie 
  
Please submit your application form as soon as possible.  The closing date for applications is 30th 
September 2023. 
  

 
 

Nominations for Grants to Outside Charities 
 
To date, the Ormond Quay and Scots Endowments Fund has distributed over €500,000 to various 

charities.  Nominations are now open for this year s grants.   

  
If you wish to nominate a charity, please send your nomination, in writing to: 
  

Endowments Secretary, Margaret Conologue, 1 Fox s Lane, Raheny, Dublin 5.  

 
or forward by email to endowments@clontarfchurch.ie 
 
Your nomination must be a registered charity and should fall within the following categories: 
 

• The advancement of community welfare, including the relief of those in need, by reason of youth, 
age, ill-health, or disability. 

 

• The promotion of health, including the prevention or relief of sickness, disease or suffering. 
 
Only one nomination per person please. 
  
The closing date for charity nominations is 22nd October 2023. 

 

mailto:endowments@clontarfchurch.ie
mailto:endowments@clontarfchurch.ie
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CHRISTMAS CRAFT & GIFT FAIR 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

GIFTS ITEMS WANTED! 
 

  Our fabulous "CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR" returns in November 
 

We need approximately 500 gift items for our "Lucky Dips" and "Christmas Cube 
Competition" 

 
Please offset our running costs by contributing items to these very popular fundraisers 

 
 For Lucky Dips, we need gifts to cover all age ranges.  Examples of gift items are as 

follows: 
 
                   Children:    Small toy, colouring book, ball, pencils, crayons, jigsaw 
       
                   Youth:        Jewellery, makeup, toiletries, socks, scarf, hat, hairbrush 
       
                   Adults:       Book, candle, kitchen utensil, garden tool, pen, shower gel 

 

The above are only examples. The list is endless and we will accept anything, provided it's 
new or unused. 

 

We also require gifts to make up hampers for our "Christmas Cube" competition.  Gifts of 
sweets, biscuits, chocolates, wine, large toys  etc. would be most welcome.   

 

If you know of a business that would sponsor a gift or a hamper, please contact any member 
of the Craft Committee. 

 
A box to place your items is located in the vestry 

 

Thank you for your support 
 

Ashley, Carolyn, Elaine, Helen, Hilary, Jenny, Margaret 
Christmas Fair Committee 

 


